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Wells instituted our comprehensive campus recycling
program in Fall 2014:

• set up commingled recycling contract

• installed standardized waste separation
stations in all campus buildings

• established “Carry In / Carry Out” program
for all classrooms and faculty/staff offices

• Conducted waste separation education
programs for all members of the community 



In Fall 2015, Wells College made the decision to 
purchase and distribute 7-gallon blue Rubbermaid
recycling bins to all our residence hall rooms to 
facilitate in-room waste stream separation and 
support transfer of materials to each building’s 
trash/recycling rooms. Those bins were placed in 
student rooms over Winter Break in January 2016 
along with proper recycling guidelines. 

Residential Life agreed to add
these bins to the student room
furnishings inventory, so that
in the event that a room’s bin
is damaged or lost, the room
occupant(s) will be billed for the 
full replacement cost. 



With our NYSAR3 College Council recycling grant, the 
college purchased additional Rubbermaid recycling bins 
for placement in residence hall bathrooms and laundry 
rooms along with customized explanatory signage, 
created by a student intern. 



We originally planned to get actual weights of recyclables 
diverted from residence hall bathrooms and laundry 
rooms, but our Building Care staffers were always too 
quick to empty those common area containers. 

So to measure the impact of this recycling program 
upgrade, we looked at our 2015 RecycleMania 
competition results and compared these to our 2016 
Recyclemania results.

The only significant change Wells made between the two 
RecycleMania competition periods was to provide this 
enhanced level of recycling support in our residence halls.



2015 Recyclemania stats:

Recycling rate: 23.44%

Total recyclables collected: 
5,584 pounds (during RecycleMania)

8.698 pounds of recycled
material per person

Rank: 168 out of 232 schools

This 2015 RecycleMania 
competition marked the 
first time since 2011 that 
Wells College had competed 
and only a few months after 
we put our comprehensive 
recycling program in place. 



2016 Recyclemania stats:

Recycling rate: 31.80%

Total recyclables collected: 
8,693 pounds (during RecycleMania)

12.654 pounds of recycled
material per person

Rank: 120 out of 207 schools

This 2016 RecycleMania 
competition was conducted 
after we had our additional 
in-residence hall recycling 
support systems in place.
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Thanks

for your support. 

With your assistance, 
Wells College looks forward 

to continuing to improve 
our recycling program. 


